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MOUNT @ VERNON

NAZARENE UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY MISSION

Mount Vernon Nazarene University exists to shape lives through educating the whole person and cultivating
Christlikeness for lifelong learning and service.

UNIVERSITY MissiON CONTEXT

Mount Vernon Nazarene University, established by the Church of the Nazarene, opened its doors in 1968 and
serves the denomination’s East Central Region. The University offers liberal arts, professional, and graduate
programs at its main campus in Mount Vernon, Ohio, downtown Mount Vernon, and online.

MVNU’s educational philosophy and purpose are shaped by its Wesleyan-Holiness theological roots, informed
by the Bible, focused on Christlikeness in every aspect of life, and defined by an emphasis on loving God with
all of one’s heart, mind, soul, and strength, as well as one’s neighbor as one’s self. Students are nurtured and
empowered through caring relationships with faculty, staff, and administrators; challenged to be devoted
disciples of Christ; drawn toward discovery of wisdom and truth in every discipline of study; prepared for
leadership in various professions; equipped to be lifelong learners; and sent into the world to live out their faith
by offering their hearts and lives in service to God and others.

The University is characterized by an engaging environment where diversity is celebrated and differences in
ethnicity, denomination, gender, economic level, and stage of spiritual development are embraced. A spirit
of worship unifies the academic, social, and spiritual life of the student body; and the community is shaped
through shared commitments, values, and experiences that provide the context for transformation in Christ,
individually and collectively. Excellence in vocational pursuits and in character development are viewed as an
expression of faithful stewardship, and a lifestyle of compassion is demonstrated as the most effective witness
to others of God’s love. As students become graduates, the character of Mount Vernon Nazarene University
continues to identify them as devoted disciples, servant leaders, learning professionals, and loyal alumni.

UNIVERSITY MOTTO

To Seek to Learn is to Seek to Serve

UNIVERSITY VISION
To Change the World with the Love of Christ



Dr. J. K. Warrick
General Superintendent Emeritus
Church of the Nazarene

Following nearly 38 years of pastoral ministry, J. K. Warrick was elected to the Board of
General Superintendents by the 26th General Assembly held in Indianapolis, Indiana,
in 2005. He pastored churches in Oklahoma, Texas, Florida, Ohio, Indiana, and Kansas.
Prior to his election, he served for nearly 12 years as pastor of College Church of the
Nazarene in Olathe, Kansas.

A pastor at heart, he considers his role as general superintendent an opportunity to join
his colleagues in shepherding the global church. He has a heart for church planting,
evangelism, world missions, discipleship, and compassionate ministries. Central to his ministry is the
encouragement of the people of God to find a place of service and ministry in the church and community. He
is passionate about equipping pastors and laypersons to be missional leaders.

After attending Southern Nazarene University (formerly Bethany Nazarene College), he graduated from Trinity
College. He is an alumnus of Wesley Biblical Seminary. In 1994, his alma mater, Southern Nazarene University,
honored him with a Doctor of Divinity in recognition of his service to Christ and the Church of the Nazarene.
He has served on the boards of trustees at Mount Vernon Nazarene University and at MidAmerica Nazarene
University and has also served on district boards and committees in the church. In May 2017, in recognition
of his ongoing passion and effort to involve young people in the mission of God, MidAmerica Nazarene
University awarded him with a second Doctor of Divinity.

Warrick has been married to Patty (Delores ]. Ouzts) since 1967. They have two married adult children, Brad
and Jill, and seven grandchildren.



TRADITIONAL UNDERGRADUATE COMMENCEMENT CONVOCATION

SATURDAY, MAY 6, 2023, 10:00 A.M. AND I:00 P.M.

PresipENT HENRY W. SpauLDING II, PH.D., PRESIDING

PRELUDE

*PROCESSIONAL

Trumpet Voluntary, John Stanley
Trumpet Voluntary, Jeremiah Clarke

*ACADEMIC PROCESSION

Flag Bearers:
Academic Marshals:

University Marshals:

*WELCOME

*INVOCATION

*UNiversiTy Hymn

R. R. Hopges CHAPEL/AUDITORIUM

Rebecca L. Abbott, D.W.S.
Organist

Brass Choir
John E. Packard, D.A.
Professor of Music, Director

Brass Choir

Anna Dudgeon; Logan Kazelman; Ryan Casimer O’Donnell
Colleen S. Bryan, Ph.D.; James D. Dalton, Ed.D.; Stephen P Metcalfe, Ph.D.;
John T. Noonan, Ph.D.; Yvonne R. Schultz, Ph.D.

Alex Hayden; Erin King

Be Thou My Vision, Traditional Irish Melody

Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart;

Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art
Thou my best Thought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.

Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word;
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, thine own may I be;
Thou in me dwelling, and I one with Thee.

Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise,
Thou mine inheritance, now and always:
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart,
High King of heaven, my Treasure Thou art.

High King of heaven, my victory won,
May I reach heaven’s joys, Bright heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,

Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all.

*Audience stands

Henry W. Spaulding II, Ph.D.
President and Chief Executive Officer

Rev. Stephanie Lobdell, M.Div.
Campus Pastor

Robert D. Tocheff, Ph.D.
Professor of Music, Director



*UNIVERSITY SCRIPTURE
II Corinthians 5:14-21 NRSV

INTRODUCTION OF THE SPEAKER

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES

CONFERRING OF DEGREES
Tue CraAss OF 2023
Associate of Arts
Bachelor of Arts
Bachelor of Science
Bachelor of Science in Nursing

Bachelor of Social Work

ALUMNI RELATIONS WELCOME

EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING AWARD
Presented at 1:00 p-m. ceremony

SERVICE ABOVE SELF AWARD

*ALMA MATER

*BENEDICTION

*RECESSIONAL

Fanfare from Orfeo, Claudio Monteverdi

Trumpet Tune and Air, Henry Purcell

RINGING OF THE SHAW BELL

*Audience stands

Georgia Belle Frank

Student Government Association

Senior Class Chaplain

Bachelor of Arts, Christian Ministry — Spring 2023

Henry W. Spaulding II, Ph.D.

J. K. Warrick, D.D.
General Superintendent Emeritus

Church of the Nazarene

Amy A. Kovach, Ph.D.
Vice President for Academic Affairs
and Chief Academic Officer

Henry W. Spaulding II, Ph.D.

Joseph D. Rinehart, M.A.
Assistant Professor of Communication,
Director of Broadcasting, and Reader

Rev. Mike Cheek, M.Min.
Executive Director of Alumni Relations
and Advancement

Amy A. Kovach, Ph.D.

Rev. Stephanie Lobdell, M.Div.
Campus Pastor

Robert D. Tocheff, Ph.D.

Tavaris Taylor, MIM
Assistant Vice President for Intercultural Engagement and Learning

Brass Choir



TrADITIONAL UNDERGRADUATE CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES ~ SPRING 2023

ASSOCIATE OF ARTS

JareD RoBERT Ross
General Studies

BACHELOR OF ARTS

AMANDA CATHERINE AGLER
Elementary Education/
Elementary Intervention (P-5)
Magna Cum Laude ¢

Jessica RILEY ALBRIGHT
Psychology

BEnjAMIN CALEB ALEXANDER
Communication and Media
Cum Laude

CLAIRE EVELYN ALLEN
Elementary Education/
Elementary Intervention (P-5)
Magna Cum Laude

MELIssa Joy ALvis
Elementary Education/
Elementary Intervention (P-5)
Summa Cum Laude

SHAY-LYNN NicoLE BAKER
Christian Ministry

Keon H. Boney
Psychology

GARRETT THOMAS BRADLEY
Middle Childhood Education

SaGe CArOL BRANNON
Sports Management

Pa1GE BRITNEY BRENNER
Psychology
Summa Cum Laude

MatTHEW ROBERT BRIGHTBILL
Physical Education/Health Education
Cum Laude

KiMBERLY MARIE BROWN
Christian Ministry

BroGan Scort CAMPBELL
Communication and Media
Summa Cum Laude

MEeGHAN ELAINE CARTER
Art

JonarHAN HERBERT CHAMPLIN
Psychology

Mapbison Lynn Crarp
Elementary Education/
Elementary Intervention (P-5)
Magna Cum Laude

Magaie ELizaBera COBLENTZ
Physical Education/Health Education
Cum Laude

Coorer THOMAS CRAWFORD
Business Administration
Cum Laude

SaraH ErL1zaBeTrH CUCKLER
Elementary Education/
Elementary Intervention (P-5)
Summa Cum Laude

BrysonN JarReD CURTIS
Business Administration

Evrissa Grace CURTIS
Elementary Education/
Elementary Intervention (P-5)
Summa Cum Laude

Davip ALLEN DAILEY
Integrated Social Studies Education
Magna Cum Laude

Joun Epwarp Davis
Christian Ministry

Kartryn ELizaBeTH Davis
Elementary Education/
Elementary Intervention (P-5)

Magna Cum Laude

KYLEE MARIE DETTMER
Criminal Justice
Magna Cum Laude

SARAH ANNE DICKHOF
Elementary Education/
Elementary Intervention (P-5)
Cum Laude

RoByN NaTarLie DowNEs
Psychology
Magna Cum Laude

CATHERINE MICHELLE DuGAN
Communication and Media

Avrexis MAE EaTon
History
Cum Laude

Lypia CATHERINE FALGNER
Elementary Education/
Elementary Intervention (P-5)
Summa Cum Laude

ABBEY RENEE FAUCETT
Elementary Education/
Elementary Intervention (P-5)

Bryce COURTNEY FENDER
Integrated Social Studies Education
Magna Cum Laude

Jacos JamEes FinNicUM
Graphic Design

MoRGAN ELAINE FORNEY
Art/Psychology
Magna Cum Laude

Lyp1a PAULINE FRANKART
Elementary Education/
Elementary Intervention (P-5)
Magna Cum Laude

SArRAH ELAINE FRIEDRICH
Psychology
Magna Cum Laude

HaNNAH MARIE FUGATE
Elementary Education/
Elementary Intervention (P-5)
Cum Laude

GRAYSON GABRIEL GEORGE
Christian Ministry
Cum Laude

JacoB LEVIN GLAZE
Communication and Media

Noan CHARLES GLEASON
Business Administration

NoOELLE RENAE GNIEWEK
Middle Childhood Education
Cum Laude

BenjamIN Goss
Christian Ministry

ARMINAS GRISKA
Business Administration

SaraH ErizaBera GUiPE
Psychology
Summa Cum Laude

Josunua Ray Haceman
Physical Education/Health Education

MorcaN LEicH HARDEN
Elementary Education/
Elementary Intervention (P-5)

Cum Laude

ANTHONY DARE HARMAN
Mathematics

EmMaA MicHELLE HARVEY
Music Education

Magna Cum Laude

CaroL Faye HEININGER
Business Administration

SARAH JACQUELYN HiLL
Elementary Education/
Elementary Intervention (P-5)
Cum Laude

Cray WirLiam KenneTH HILLIARD
Sports Management

MacKenzie GRACE HOLDER
Communication and Media

Magna Cum Laude

Joseru Scott HURST

AVREY ]. CORNELIUS GEORGIA BELLE FRANK Christian Ministry
Psychology Christian Ministry Cum Laude
Magna Cum Laude
ALLEN MICHAEL JACOBSON
Business Administration
Cum Laude
T Honors Scholar ** Alpha Chi ¢ Nease Scholar # Military




ZACHARY DAVID JENNEY
Middle Childhood Education
Magna Cum Laude

JosHuA MICHAEL JEROME
Criminal Justice

LAUREN MICHELLE JONES
Business Administration ¢

Ranpy E. JoHR
English

KyLE AusTIN KEGLEY
Elementary Education/
Elementary Intervention (P-5)

CarLyN ANN KENNEDY
Elementary Education/
Elementary Intervention (P-5)

TaryN Mak King
Music
Magna Cum Laude

Emma Grace KLEMANSKT
Business Administration
Summa Cum Laude

NaTHAN P. LAHR
Christian Ministry
Summa Cum Laude

MicHAELA JANE LEONARD
Christian Ministry
Magna Cum Laude

GaBRIELLE Rost Lozano
Elementary Education/
Elementary Intervention (P-5)

Magna Cum Laude

CoLIN MAFFETT
Integrated Social Studies Education
Cum Laude

Aryssa ANN MARSHALL
Elementary Education/
Elementary Intervention (P-5)
Cum Laude

CourTNEY MAE McCoy
Criminal Justice

Magna Cum Laude

Ryan MartHEWw McCoy
Business Administration

BarLey CHase McVay
Christian Ministry

Emma JaANE ANN McVay
Psychology

SARAH ANN MEEK
Christian Ministry/Spanish
Magna Cum Laude

MitcHELL RAYMOND MELLERT
Sports Management ¢

MaTTisoN TAILOR MELVIN
English

GenEsts Victoria MEna CrRuz
Worship Arts
Cum Laude

Kasey Ryan MipbauGgH
Christian Ministry

BritTaNYy NICOLE MILLER
Elementary Education/
Elementary Intervention (P-5)
Summa Cum Laude

JACQUELINE ANN MILLER
Middle Childhood Education

ErnAN S. MiLLs
Business Administration

JACKSON ALEXANDER MoODY
Christian Ministry
Summa Cum Laude

ANNA MARIE NEIPLING
Criminal Justice
Magna Cum Laude

BArLEY ELAINE NIEDERMIER
Music Education

Cum Laude

SERENA GRACE OWENS
Psychology
Cum Laude

MEGAN MARIE PENTZ
Psychology

KenziE EL1zABETH POTTER
Integrated Social Studies Education/
History
Cum Laude

MADISON MARJORIE POWERS
Integrated Social Studies Education

BAILEY ANN REMMERT
Psychology
Magna Cum Laude

Micau GErALD REx
Criminal Justice ¢

Cray PaTrICK REYNOLDS
Business Administration

LARRY JUNTOR RITTERBECK, 111
Christian Ministry
Magna Cum Laude

JorDAN Mr1TCHELL ROWDEN
Psychology

JEFFREY B. RUCKER
Mathematics

ArrLysoN GRACE SCHALL
Middle Childhood Education
Magna Cum Laude

CHRISTIAN ANTONIO SHAKLEE
Physical Education/Health Education
Cum Laude

Scort T. SHARP
Christian Ministry
Summa Cum Laude

Er1zaBeTH GRACE SHARROCK
Middle Childhood Education

Summa Cum Laude

Henry KENNETH SHOBERT
Communication and Media

Magna Cum Laude

NatHANIEL HORN SHORT
Computer Science

HanNa Dawn Stms
Graphic Design
Magna Cum Laude

CAMBREY ASHTON SIPES
Psychology #*

Josuua ELijan SITNEY
Sports Management

DanieL CHRISTOPHER SKRZYPCHAK
Communication and Media
Summa Cum Laude

TrEYTON RUSSELL SLONE
Criminal Justice

Isaac DALE STEIN
Elementary Education/
Elementary Intervention (P-5)
Cum Laude

GAGE ALLEN STEINMETZ
Middle Childhood Education
Magna Cum Laude

Juriana NOEL SULLIVAN
Music

SAMUEL CLARK SWANGER
Middle Childhood Education

Bropy EDWARD SWISHER
Christian Ministry
Magna Cum Laude

ALYXANDRA ROSE SYREK
Criminal Justice

MaLLorY RuTH THOMAS
Communication and Media
Summa Cum Laude

BRETT ALLEN TOWNSEND
Sports Management

S1DNEY DENAE VAN Fossen
Psychology
Summa Cum Laude T

Kristy IRENE VARGO
Integrated Language Arts Education/
Integrated Social Studies Education
Summa Cum Laude

Ryan DaNIEL WALTERS
Business Administration

Magna Cum Laude

LiLyaAnN GRACE WARD
Elementary Education/
Elementary Intervention (P-5)
Summa Cum Laude T

Emma Kay WARKALL
Business Administration
Summa Cum Laude

ScotT Davip WARTON, II
Computer Science
Cum Laude

Lypia CuHrIsTINE WICKS
Art
Magna Cum Laude

Jacos ELisnan WiLcox
Christian Ministry #

RiLey Danter WiLcoxon
Business Administration

T Honors Scholar

** Alpha Chi

O Nease Scholar

#* Military




MEeLia CHRISTINE WILLIAMSON
Psychology

Juria Farta WiLson
Elementary Education/
Elementary Intervention (P-5)
Magna Cum Laude

HuNTER ALAN WINEY
Christian Ministry
Summa Cum Laude T**

Ryan Davip WoLre
Integrated Language Arts Education
Magna Cum Laude

IsaBELLA ANN YODER
Graphic Design
Cum Laude

JonaTHAN DAVID YOUNG
Christian Ministry

GRACE ELISABETH ZIEGLER
Psychology

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

DEeBORAH ANN ABENDROTH
Biology

OWEN MAXWELL ADKINS
Biology ¢

LiNDSEY MARIE AMBERGER
Health Sciences
Magna Cum Laude

ANDREW DaviD Batson
Health Sciences

Evnjan Lee Bost
Biology

AusTIN EUGENE BROWN
Chemistry

JEsse NATHANIEL BRUNTON
Mathematics
Cum Laude

Avrexts Bukuru
Management

ALEXANDER SCOTT BURKETT
Marketing

Luke AppisoN CADDY
Exercise Science
Cum Laude

ErraN Paur CAMPBELL
Biology

ABicaiL ERiN CHADWICK
Chemistry

SarAH EL1zaBETH CHADWICK
Chemistry
Cum Laude

CaMEeRON TyLeEr COLE
Computer Science

Hebric Yrrzak CoLON PARES
Exercise Science

AusTIN ARMSTRONG CONRAD
Accounting

Hannan Grace CROUSE
Chemistry
Magna Cum Laude

Katie ANNMARIE CUNDIFF
Communication Sciences and Disorders

Cum Laude

Brock WarD DETTMER
Finance
Cum Laude

KYLEE MARIE DETTMER
Biology
Magna Cum Laude

KyLeErR WaYNE Dickey
Biology ¢

Maria ANasTasia DoBsoN
Exercise Science
Magna Cum Laude

MATTHEW SCOTT FALKENBERG
Exercise Science

GRrRANT RaymonD Forp
Management

Avryssa NOELLE FRALEY
Chemistry
Cum Laude T

GARETT MicHAEL Fry
Engineering
Summa Cum Laude

Mirton JoNELL CORT GAGE
Exercise Science

GARRETT RyAN GEMMAKA
Accounting
Magna Cum Laude

NartasHa JEwEL GOINS
Biology

CHRISTIAN HENRY GRABER
Exercise Science
Summa Cum Laude

LoGaN CHRISTOPHER GRANTZ
Accounting

MicHAEL JouNn HauN
Accounting

CHASE AusTIN HALL
Biology *

Isaac SHAWN HARLEY
Engineering

Cum Laude

Jorpan THOMAS Hoag
Exercise Science

AnNDREW CoLE HOLMES
Exercise Science

Decran Josian HowEgLL
Exercise Science
Summa Cum Laude

MATTHEW JAMES JACKSON
Accounting

Cum Laude

ALEXANDER MARK JENNEY
Finance
Magna Cum Laude

MEGAN ELIZABETH JENNINGS
Biology

KiErRA MARIE MAPLE JONES
Biology
Magna Cum Laude

Luke CHRISTOPHER JUNGEBERG
Exercise Science
Summa Cum Laude

AppbisoN Boyp KARGER
Management

Magna Cum Laude

Emma GrACE KLEMANSKI
Health Sciences
Summa Cum Laude

Kasson DEnNIs KROWNAPPLE
Finance

Ryan Doucras Kuan
Finance

JasoN EDwARD LAAsSMAR
Biology
Cum Laude

Avryssa M. LEPARD
Marketing

BENjAMIN MICHAEL LESKEY
Computer Science
Summa Cum Laude T**

MACEE BRENAE MARCUM
Exercise Science

REAGAN RAQUEL MARSHALL
Accounting

Magna Cum Laude

IraN Masis FUENTES
Accounting

LinDsey NOELLE MAST
Management
Summa Cum Laude

MoORGAN LEw1s MAURER
Engineering

CHASE ADLAT MILES
Finance

AvrissA KATHERINE MILLER
Biology
Summa Cum Laude t

Patricia Maye MiLLs
Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology
Magna Cum Laude

DARREN THOMAS MOON
Mathematics
Cum Laude

JARED AUSTIN MOUNT
Biology
Magna Cum Laude

Ryan CasiMER O'DONNELL
Biology
Summa Cum Laude

Kavcee LEe OLLis
Exercise Science

T Honors Scholar

** Alpha Chi

< Nease Scholar %* Military




OwEN LEE PauLus
Engineering
Magna Cum Laude

RyaN JamEs PEEPLES
Computer Science

CassaANDRA HEATHER NicoLE PETREY

Biology
Cum Laude

Josrua RoBERT PETTIT
Biology
Magna Cum Laude

KyLeg LEANN PETTIT
Biology
Magna Cum Laude

RyLEE GRACE PIREU
Exercise Science
Magna Cum Laude

MADISON MARJORIE POWERS
Integrated Math Education

Isaac LERoy RAMSEYER
Marketing
Cum Laude

EverLyn GENEVIEVE RANCK
Health Sciences

WAVERLY ANNE REIDENBACH

Communication Sciences and Disorders

Cum Laude

CULLEN ALEXANDER ROoGAN
Finance

Cum Laude

CLAIRE JAYNE ROTHERT
Biology
Cum Laude

JosHua DANIEL SCHILLING
Exercise Science

Cum Laude

RAQUEL ALEXANDRA SCHUTTENBERG

Biology

Luke MICHAEL SHOEN
Engineering

Magna Cum Laude

BriTTANY FATTH SMITH
Finance

SPENCER CORWIN SMITH
Finance

NoAH JOHN STEPHENS
Engineering
Magna Cum Laude

RyaN MICHAEL STEVELY
Biology

PARKER GREGORY STIGALL
Biology

DanNieL THOMAS STIMSON
Management

Magna Cum Laude

ASHLEY ROSE STUMPERTH
Exercise Science
Magna Cum Laude

WiLLiam DwiIGHT [sAAC SWEETMAN

Mathematics
Cum Laude

Ricey E. TEw
Accounting

Summa Cum Laude T

Jenson Gray THOMPSON
Finance
Summa Cum Laude T**

MacKenzie BRiaNN THORNE
Biology

SipNEY DENAE VAN FOsSEN
Biology
Summa Cum Laude T

KayLr ANN VIPPERMAN
Biology
Summa Cum Laude

GRANT DaviD WAGNER
Biology
Cum Laude

BrADEN CHRISTIAN WALLACE
Marketing

TarYN LARUE WAUGH
Biology
Cum Laude

Naomt Kim WEAVER
Biology

ConNNOR ScoTT WILLIAMS
Engineering

Timoruy EDMUND WiLLIAMS, JR.

Management

NataaN TiMoTHY WINGERT
Management
Summa Cum Laude t

JonaTHAN LEWIS WINNINGHAM
Accounting
Summa Cum Laude

SPENCER NicHOLAS WOLFE
Exercise Science

Brycen MrrcHELL WoOD
Management

Cum Laude

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING

EriN ANN BoEHM
Nursing

RENEE NoOELLE BoLon
Nursing
Cum Laude

SYDNEY EL1ZABETH BRADLEY
Nursing
Cum Laude

HaNNAH GRACE BRANDENSTEIN
Nursing

BreTT JOsErH CINGLE
Nursing

HaiLey PaiGe CLAYBORN
Nursing
Summa Cum Laude*™

Magaie KristiNe COE
Nursing
Cum Laude

EmiLy ANN CONRAD
Nursing
Magna Cum Laude

JorDYN TAYLOR DAERR
Nursing

CAITLIN JOHANNA ERLANDSON
Nursing
Magna Cum Laude

Erica LynNN GASSER
Nursing
Cum Laude

EmiLy LENORE GRIMM
Nursing
Cum Laude

Kyra LynN LEPLEY
Nursing

Kopy LANE MILLER
Nursing
Magna Cum Laude

Liam RicHARD NEAR
Nursing

BarLey ANNE ProTT
Nursing
Magna Cum Laude

ABiGaiL DANAE RaLsToN
Nursing o

KINNEDY MONTANNA RATLIFF
Nursing

Emiry ELizaBETH Ryan
Nursing
Summa Cum Laude*™

MEeGHAN E. SOMMERS
Nursing

SAVANNAH EL1ZABETH SPARKS
Nursing
Cum Laude

MEeGan NicoLE TSCHIEGG
Nursing
Cum Laude

PecaGy ErizaBeTH ULMER
Nursing
Summa Cum Laude

NicorLe FRANCINE WALL
Nursing

MabpisoN DoMONIQUE WINDOM

Nursing *

Brianna AMBER WooD
Nursing

BACHELOR oF SociAaL WORK

RacuAteL Rose BrRown
Social Work ¢

Emiry ELizaBETH BURLEY
Social Work
Magna Cum Laude

T Honors Scholar

** Alpha Chi

O Nease Scholar

#* Military

10




AvriNe ButoTo MORGAN PATRICIA MAFFETT SAMANTHA NICOLE SHAKLEE

Social Work Social Work Social Work
Cum Laude Cum Laude Summa Cum Laude
MaALLORY JANE CONRAD SypNEY EL1zABETH OGDEN Kyra Rose TERRELL
Social Work Social Work Social Work
Magna Cum Laude
ABIGAIL GRACE PENHORWOOD Cassipy RENEE TURNER
RoByN NataLie DowNES Social Work Social Work
Social Work Magna Cum Laude
Magna Cum Laude VIRGINIA ANN WATKINS
Lypia MAE PrtsTICK Social Work
HavLey EL1zaBETH IsaAcs Social Work
Social Work MEeLia CHRISTINE WILLIAMSON
AUBREY FAITH SHAFFER Social Work
KeviN MicHAEL KaDRICH Social Work Magna Cum Laude
Social Work Summa Cum Laude

SENIOR CLASS VERSE

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your request to God. And the peace of God,

which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:6-7
SENIOR CLASS MOTTO AND QUOTE

“You are braver than you believe, stronger than you seem, and smarter than you think.” -Christopher Robin, Winnie the Pooh
SENIOR CLASs COLOR

Purple
SENIOR CLASS FLOWER

Gladiolus

FLAG BEARERS: Anna Dudgeon, Senior Class President, 2023-2024
Logan Kazelman, Student Government Association President, 2023-2024
Ryan Casimer O’Donnell, Alpha Chi Honor Society Representative 2023-2024

UNIVERSITY MARSHALS: Alex Hayden, Student Government Association Vice President for Community Life, 2023-2024
Erin King, Student Government Association Vice President for Academic Life, 2023-2024

T Honors Scholar ** Alpha Chi ¢ Nease Scholar

#* Military
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GRADUATE AND PROFESSIONAL STUDIES COMMENCEMENT CONVOCATION

R. R. Hopges CHAPEL/AUDITORIUM
PresipENT HENRY W. SpauLDING II, PH.D., PRESIDING

PRELUDE

*PROCESSIONAL

Trumpet Voluntary, John Stanley
Trumpet Voluntary, Jeremiah Clarke

*AcADEMIC PROCESSION

Flag Bearers:
Academic Marshals:

University Marshals:

*WELCOME

*INVOCATION

*UNiversiTy Hymn

SATURDAY, MAY 6, 2023, 4:00 P.M.

Rebecca L. Abbott, D.W.S.
Organist

Brass Choir
John E. Packard, D.A.
Professor of Music, Director

Brass Choir

Anna Dudgeon; Logan Kazelman; Ryan Casimer O’Donnell
Colleen S. Bryan, Ph.D.; James D. Dalton, Ed.D.; Stephen P Metcalfe, Ph.D.;
John T. Noonan, Ph.D.; Yvonne R. Schultz, Ph.D.

Alex Hayden; Erin King

Be Thou My Vision, Traditional Irish Melody

Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart;

Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art
Thou my best Thought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.

Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word;
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, thine own may I be;
Thou in me dwelling, and I one with Thee.

Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise,
Thou mine inheritance, now and always:

Thou and Thou only, first in my heart,

High King of heaven, my Treasure Thou art.

High King of heaven, my victory won,

May I reach heaven’s joys, Bright heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,

Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all.

*Audience stands
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Henry W. Spaulding II, Ph.D.
President and Chief Executive Officer

Rev. Stephanie Lobdell, M.Div.
Campus Pastor

Robert D. Tocheff, Ph.D.
Professor of Music, Director



*UNIVERSITY SCRIPTURE Kenneth L. Graves

II Corinthians 5:14-21 NRSV Bachelor of Social Work
Spring 2023
INTRODUCTION OF THE SPEAKER Henry W. Spaulding II, Ph.D.
COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS J. K. Warrick, D.D.
General Superintendent Emeritus
Church of the Nazarene
PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES Eric W. Stetler, D.B.A.
Vice President for Graduate and Professional Studies and
Dean of the School of GPS
CONFERRING OF DEGREES Henry W. Spaulding II, Ph.D.
Tue CLASS OF 2023 Joseph D. Rinehart, M.A.
Assistant Professor of Communication,
Associate of Arts Director of Broadcasting, and Reader

Bachelor of Arts

Bachelor of Business Administration

Bachelor of Science in Nursing

Bachelor of Social Work

Master of Arts in Education

Master of Business Administration

Master of Business Administration/Master of Ministry (Dual Degree)
Master of Ministry

Master of Science in Management

ALUMNI RELATIONS WELCOME Rev. Mike Cheek, M.Min
Executive Director of Alumni Relations

and Advancement

*ALMA MATER Robert D. Tocheff, Ph.D.
*BENEDICTION Tavaris Taylor, MIM

Assistant Vice President for Intercultural Engagement and Learning
*RECESSIONAL Brass Choir
Fanfare from Orfeo, Claudio Monteverdi

Trumpet Tune and Air, Henry Purcell

RINGING OF THE SHAW BELL

*Audience stands
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GRADUATE AND PROFESSIONAL STUDIES CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES ~ SPRING 2023

ASSOCIATE OF ARTS

Ovrivia CHENEY
General Studies

TisH DENLINGER
General Studies

MELissa ELizaBeTH DoLin
General Studies
Cum Laude

CassaNDrRA HampTON
General Studies*

LAUREN EL1zaBETH HEJNY
General Studies
Cum Laude

Cassipy Dawn HELMAN
General Studies
Cum Laude

Ay KRrITIKOS
General Studies
Summa Cum Laude

KrisTINE N. LLoyD
General Studies

ANGELA Lucas
General Studies

Devin THOMAS Lusk
General Studies*

KEeRRY ALTHOFF NAFZGER
General Studies

AmY NicOLE PARSELL
General Studies
Summa Cum Laude

LAUREN ELIZABETH SHAUM
General Studies

AMANDA SIMMONS
General Studies
Magna Cum Laude

RicHARD C. WHEELER
General Studies
Cum Laude

BACHELOR OF ARTS

MeLissa ANN BayrLy
Christian Ministry
Magna Cum Laude

Toiy'’a MoNTEIL BELL
Elementary Education (P-5)
Magna Cum Laude

MEeLanie BouLts
Educational Studies
Summa Cum Laude

BrianNA PorscHE BRowN
Elementary Education (P-5)
Magna Cum Laude

Macey BURKE
Educational Studies
Summa Cum Laude

NicorLe DaNIELLE CARROLL
Elementary Education (P-5)
Summa Cum Laude

CgciL Ray CHAPMAN
Christian Ministry
Cum Laude

SHERRY Davis
Elementary Education (P-5)
Magna Cum Laude

Jape DeLong
Early Childhood Education
Summa Cum Laude

Ru'van TayrLor DoTson
Public Administration

Magna Cum Laude

DanNieEL GOODALE
Christian Ministry
Summa Cum Laude

LAurReN HEjNY
Leadership
Cum Laude

AsuToN HINDEL
Elementary Education (P-5)
Summa Cum Laude

LAurREN MAckENZIE HOLSCHBACH
Elementary Education (P-5)
Summa Cum Laude

Teresa Kave McCune
Educational Studies
Summa Cum Laude

SYRENA PADILLA
Elementary Education (P-5)
Summa Cum Laude

Kayra Paxton
Elementary Education (P-5)
Summa Cum Laude

WaNDA M. PETERSON
Elementary Education (P-5)
Summa Cum Laude

JiLL M. Poston
Early Childhood Education
Summa Cum Laude

Jurissa CrysTAL REYES
Elementary Education (P-5)
Cum Laude

JEssica ROBINSON
Elementary Education (P-5)
Summa Cum Laude

Naubpia N. SAEGER
Elementary Education (P-5)
Summa Cum Laude

MicHAEL C. SCALLEY
Public Administration
Summa Cum Laude

Bryana HorE SCHWEICKART
Elementary Education (P-5)

Brooke E. StaTon
Elementary Education (P-5)
Magna Cum Laude

LAUREN L. STEINBAUER
Educational Studies
Summa Cum Laude

Haypen WojCIECHOWSKI
Elementary Education (P-5)

MICHAEL YETZER
Leadership
Summa Cum Laude’

BACHELOR OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

JacQuELYNN K. ARNOLD
Business Administration
Magna Cum Laude

Lypia LyNETTE BLaCcKMON
Management

STEPHEN RaY TYLER BuTsko
Management

SARAH CHRISTIAN
Management

BerH A. Cook
Business Administration
Cum Laude

Leraa Cook
Marketing
Cum Laude

AnGeL R. DECario
Business Administration
Cum Laude

Natasua HATFIELD
Business Administration

Benjamin J. Horn
Finance
Magna Cum Laude

Canbace HorNUNG

Human Resource Management
Summa Cum Laude¥

DonaLp R. JARRELL, JR.
Business Administration
Magna Cum Laude

Justin KNoBLOCK
Marketing
Magna Cum Laude

HeatHER LEA LLOYD
Business Administration

Magna Cum Laude

Z ACERY MANSKER
Management
Magna Cum Laude*

KATHLEEN MILLER
Business Administration
Cum Laude

AMANDA MOYER
Finance
Summa Cum Laude

ErisaBETH ANN PAHLMAN
Business Administration
Cum Laude¥

#* Military
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Assy E. PucH
Business Administration

FERNANDO ROSALES
Management
Cum Laude

Currtis JamEs RUHL
Management

Tosua Lynn RurarD
Business Administration

SAMANTHA L. SCOLES
Digital Marketing
Cum Laude

ALANTA SPURGEON
Business Administration

ANN MARIE STACKLIN
Business Administration

Lisa THomaN-CHA
Finance

Magna Cum Laude

SHELBY D. WEAVER
Finance
Magna Cum Laude

Damien RicHARD WILLIAMS
Management
Magna Cum Laude

MELissa N. WiLsoN
Business Administration
Summa Cum Laude

McLANE ScotT WYATT
Management

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING

SHERIS BELL
Nursing
Summa Cum Laude

CassaNDRA ButTs
Nursing
Summa Cum Laude

Jackie D. MaRrvIN
Nursing
Summa Cum Laude

Jamie M. WaITe
Nursing
Magna Cum Laude

KiMBERLY DANIELLE WHITE
Nursing
Summa Cum Laude

BACHELOR OF SociaL WORK

MELissA BERKSHIRE
Social Work

Dixie CoLLINS
Social Work

Donovan Crisp
Social Work
Magna Cum Laude

Jessica J. DonaBauer-Hook
Social Work
Summa Cum Laude

COURTNEY DUSENBERRY
Social Work

SAMANTHA FINLEY
Social Work
Magna Cum Laude

KATHERINE Joy GHOLSON
Social Work
Cum Laude

KENNETH GRAVES
Social Work

RyaN Jackson
Social Work
Cum Laude

Tiera LowE
Social Work
Cum Laude

CANDACE M. MiLLs
Social Work

Eryse S. OSBORNE
Social Work

ANGELA SCIARA
Social Work
Summa Cum Laude

Jenna A. ScotT
Social Work
Cum Laude

AMBER L. Woobp
Social Work

MASTER OF ARTS IN EDUCATION

SKYLER R. APTHORPE
Intervention Specialist

Coby S. BARKER
Intervention Specialist

CarrLyN D. BLEcHA
Intervention Specialist

JEssica Bowen
Professional Educator Licensure

JuLIE BRUNKE
Intervention Specialist

TueRESE ROSE BURNHAM
Professional Educator Licensure

EmiLee CLINE
Intervention Specialist

Joun RicHARD Davis
Intervention Specialist

ANNA DEETER
Intervention Specialist

JENNIFER D. LynN DETTY
Professional Educator Licensure

NicHoLAs FRIEDMAN
Intervention Specialist

CoLLIN GORSLINE
Professional Educator Licensure

SHAUN ANTHONY GREENE
Professional Educator Licensure

CoLLEEN HaLL
Intervention Specialist

Bonnie Hamirron
Professional Educator Licensure

BeTHANY M. HERRON
Intervention Specialist

Ricuarp W. HEsse
Professional Educator Licensure

Avricia M. HOEFER
Education Theory and Practice

CassoNDRrRA KAHR
Intervention Specialist

STEPHANIE KiMBALL
Professional Educator Licensure

BrooxLyN MAE Knopp
Intervention Specialist

KyLE JoserH LAUER
Intervention Specialist

Jurie Kay Lee
Professional Educator Licensure

SaNDRA M. Mick
Intervention Specialist

Laura Kay MILLER
Intervention Specialist

YvoNNE CAITLIN MORI
Intervention Specialist

Hannan Rae Muzic
Professional Educator Licensure

Ovr1via SusaN RAINES
Professional Educator Licensure

HAYDEN RAMSEY
Intervention Specialist

REeBECCA JEAN REEVES
Intervention Specialist

MEeLissa HorE RONDINELLI
Intervention Specialist

JULIANNE SCHNEEG
Professional Educator Licensure

CHRISTINA SIDARAS
Intervention Specialist

BenjaMIN R. STAFFORD
Professional Educator Licensure

JosEPH MICHAEL STRYFFELER
Professional Educator Licensure

Emiry EL1zABETH SUMNER
Professional Educator Licensure

Erica J. Swart
Intervention Specialist

Dessireg L. THOMAS
Intervention Specialist

Nick THOMAS
Professional Educator Licensure

Orivia R. VoLLmar
Professional Educator Licensure

SAMANTHA WATSON
Professional Educator Licensure

Hannan MorGan WILKES
Professional Educator Licensure

#* Military
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MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

CANDICE DONELLA ANDERSON
Business Administration

AARON ALDEN ARTIS
Business Administration

AMBER BARTELS
Business Administration

SaraH E. BAUDER
Business Administration

Rosa BELTRE
Business Administration

BENjAMIN BUNNELL
Business Administration

JENNIFER MICHELLE BURKE
Health Care Administration

Sarau H. CAMPBELL
Business Administration

LARUNIE JOLENE CAYETANO
Health Care Administration

JoserH COMPARETTE
Business Administration

SueLBY CONLEY
Business Administration

Ben R. Cooxk, Sr.
Business Administration

KrisTiN TayLOR DAvIDSON
Business Administration

RacHEL BRack DEMAR
Business Administration

DEennis DENNISON
Business Administration

S1ERRA SHANTEL DOWLING
Health Care Administration

BarRBARA DUPERREE
Business Administration

MeLissa ANN EMERY
Business Administration

SAMANTHA Evans
Health Care Administration

DanteL Papraic FarLLon
Business Administration

BerHANY NIcoLE Foy
Business Administration

LoGaN DaNIEL GAUTHIER
Business Administration

MitcHELL GREGORY GEORGE
Business Administration

Apam A. GOERLITZ
Business Administration

Victoria EsSMERALDA GRIMALDO
Business Administration

SypNEY NicoLE HADLEY
Business Administration

BranuaM HamMmoND
Business Administration

Mapbison LyNNE HArRsH
Business Administration

SAMANTHA BLAIR HENDERSON
Business Administration

Tasua LasHay JacoBs
Business Administration

Damien LEg KANDEL
Business Administration

AusTiN CHARLES KEEL
Business Administration

Heatu ALLen KLINE
Business Administration

Brian G. KWETKOWSKI
Health Care Administration

Kiniey B. Leg
Health Care Administration

Mark LosiNskI
Business Administration

ANDREW THOMAS LUCKETT
Business Administration

RaymonD L. MaNN, Jr.
Business Administration

BRADEN CHRISTIAN MaAsST
Business Administration

ERrRic MCLAUGHLIN
Business Administration

BrookE N. MILLER
Business Administration

COURTNEY PAIGE MORIARTY
Business Administration

Juan FeLipE MUuRoOZz SANCHEZ
Business Administration

TaMEKA-MARIE NELSON
Health Care Administration

SAarAH ErL1zaBETH NICHOLS
Business Administration

CHRISTIAN NIEMEYER
Business Administration %

KeviN RicHARD PATELLOS
Health Care Administration

SAMANTHA LyNN Poor
Business Administration

Ricu PORCHER
Business Administration

Ian RicHARD Ranck
Business Administration

KyLE PaTrICK REED
Health Care Administration

TaryLOR ROMINE
Business Administration

RoBerT EDWARD RUCK
Business Administration

EMMANUEL ADETOLA TEMILOLUWA SALAKO
Health Care Administration

DANE SCHLAFLEY
Business Administration

NicHoras GEORGE TAKACS
Business Administration

AsHLEY REBECCA TOWNSEND
Business Administration

SARAH ANNALISE TOWNSEND
Health Care Administration

NicorLe TUCKER
Business Administration

MicHAEL EUGENE WALKER
Health Care Administration

Issac WaLLACE
Business Administration

ERrRIN RENEE WEAVER
Business Administration

SETH YEACK
Business Administration %

MELissA YODER
Business Administration

MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION/
MASTER OF MINISTRY (DUAL DEGREE)

Dirron MicHAEL COLLINS
Business Administration/Practical Theology

SAMANTHA Davis
Business Administration/Practical Theology

HenriETTA MIRIS DENY
Business Administration/Practical Theology

CHRIS J. SUMMERLIN
Business Administration/Practical Theology

MASTER OF MINISTRY

JENNIFER D. BRAKE
Practical Theology

CAROLINE M. COLON-LOPEZ
Practical Theology

JAMEY LEE JACKSON
Practical Theology

EmiLy KAUBLE
Practical Theology

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN MANAGEMENT

Taomas CHENEY
Management

CAROLINE M. CoLON-LOPEZ
Management

CoURrRTNEY LUKE
Management

MATTHEW JOHN MANLEY
Management

SAMANTHA MARIE TURNER
Management

DimiTrr WALKER
Management

#* Military
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UNIVERSITY SCRIPTURE PASSAGE AND HYMN

INTRODUCTION

The Mount Vernon Nazarene University community extends around the globe into classrooms, pulpits, hospitals, places of business,
and human service organizations. Wherever the influence of MVNU extends, our vision persists — 7o Change the World with the
Love of Christ. 'This is possible because we draw from the deep wells of Israel and Jesus Christ as expressed in the mission of the
Church. When the University gathers to celebrate, mourn, and dream, we do so in the power of the Holy Spirit to offer a doxology of
invitation and praise. While MVNU is a young institution, its roots go to the very creation of the world. The Board of Trustees upon
recommendation of the Senior Leadership Team intends to call attention to the deep wells of the Christian tradition by designating a
University Scripture passage and a University hymn. Both will frame Baccalaureate, Commencement, and other University events. The
Scripture passage and hymn offer testimony to the faith which runs from the heart of God to our calling to Holiness Higher Education.

UNIVERSITY SCRIPTURE PASSAGE

The Scripture passage of II Corinthians 5:14-21 comes from the ministry of Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God.
While Paul clearly addresses the “church of God which is at Corinth”, he also addresses the Church of our time. According to
Paul, “the love of Christ controls us because we are convinced that one has died for all . . . (v14a). The power of the resurrection
makes it possible to live for something bigger than our own agenda. This passage reminds us that the MVNU community is a new
creation. We do not wander amid the ashes of civilization; rather we look to the newness of the resurrection. Because of this, MVNU
lives toward reconciliation, and just for this reason, we are ambassadors for Christ to a broken world. While sin, death, and evil
surround this campus, during dark days and good days Christ calls us to a ministry of reconciliation. In fact, MVNU believes God
makes his appeal through us. The appeal of the everlastingly triune God, as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, is reconciliation borne of
righteousness. The promise of the passage is lived out through the vision to change the world through the love of Christ. John Wesley
writes, “This is the word of reconciliation which we preach. This is the foundation which never can be moved. By faith we are built

upon this foundation; and this faith also is the gift of God” [ Wesleys Works, 1: 119].

The University Scripture Passage calls attention to the Wesleyan-Holiness tradition of MVNU. The Church of the Nazarene believes
with Paul that righteousness comes through Christ in order to enable us to be ambassadors of heart holiness. Therefore, the ever-
flowing love of God embraces the struggles with sin and in the power of the Spirit replaces fear and failure with the peace which
passes all understanding. As for Paul, so with us, we reach toward a life characterized by reconciling holiness.

University Hymn

As we gather for various important events on campus, music and singing carry great significance in the life of the community. In those
moments we will sing Be Thou My Vision. The very vision of a God who became like us so that we might become like him helps to frame
our understanding. The Christ who hangs on the cross between earth and heaven utters words of hope, forgiveness, and reconciliation.
We become ambassadors of this message through Christ. The hymn also affirms “Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise . . . High
King of heaven, my Treasure Thou art.” This hymn addresses God who is Wisdom, Word, Shield, Sword, Dignity, Shelter, and Tower.
The humble babe in a manger suffers death on a cross to rise victoriously. Paul proclaims, “Therefore God has highly exalted him and
bestowed on him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2: 9-11). The University
Hymn reminds our community that our vision of a Christ-formed God expresses the fullness of what we intend to be in faithfulness
to our mission. MVNU reaches toward a broken world with the prayer, “Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all.”

The Christian tradition is populated by men and women who wrote, served, preached, and sang the vision of God. The thread of
holy diligence blesses the church toward the mission of evangelism, worship, and education. What the church believes, teaches,
and confesses compels this institution to sing the praises of God. MVNU exists in the vision of a holy God who loves everlastingly.
Nothing we will ever do can rise higher than the God who is “heart of [our] own heart.”

The words of Be Thou My Vision dating to the eighth century if not the fourth century, express a deep faith. The words of the hymn
express a deep desire to share the good news of the gospel by Irish missionaries and indeed the entire church. Singing Be Thou My
Vision causes the lives of this community to be intertwined with the richness of our common and historic faith. When this hymn is
sung, it effectively links passionate faith with the mind illuminated by the vision of God.

Memory and Mission define the sentiments of the University Scripture passage and University Hymn. The purpose of both is to
frame the good work of MVNU to engage the mind and heart in the grand purpose of education in the Wesleyan-Holiness tradition.

Adopted March 4, 2011
Board of Trustees
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PRESIDENT’S FAREWELL TO THE GRADUATES

Today is a bittersweet day for the University. We have enjoyed the years you have spent with us at MVYNU
but understand that this is the day we have all been working toward. Your presence on our campus has
graced us. During your time with us, you have defined the direction of your life. As a member of this
community, you have put a stake or two in the ground. In the days that are ahead, you will find other goals
that will bring fulfillment and extend your understanding of life. Paul writes,

2Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but I press on to lay hold
of that for which Christ has laid hold of me. 3 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider that I have
laid hold of it, but one thing I have laid hold of: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward
to what lies ahead, "1 press on toward the goal, toward the prize of the heavenly call of God in
Christ Jesus. > Let those of us, then, who are mature think this way, and if you think differently
about anything, this, too, God will reveal to you. * Only let us hold fast to what we have attained.

(Philippians 3:12-16)

Paul offers advice to the Class of 2023. He reminds us that it is important to continue pressing toward our
goals. In a not-so-subtle way, he reminds his readers that Christ must inform and inspire us as our goals are
envisioned. You have certainly noticed that your professors who mentored you are on the same journey as
their students. Ultimately, the University has sought to encourage your maturity in Christ. It is our hope
that your life will be filled with the joy of taking on the image of Christ. After all, the University “exists

to shape lives through educating the whole person and cultivating Christlikeness for lifelong learning and
service.” This is exactly what Paul is talking about, and it is what the University prays will take root in the
lives of the Class of 2023.

Today as you receive your degree, remember all those who worked to establish and maintain this University.
Think about your parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, and in some cases, children who supported you
during these years. Remember your professors and staff who have assisted you on your journey. Cherish the
friendships you have made along the way. This is a day of gratitude.

Finally, enjoy these moments as we joyfully place a diploma in your deserving hands. May this day be
defined by our mutual pride in your work and our hope for a Christ-formed life as you press toward the goal.

2orngy Lo Soakty ¥
Henry W. Spaulding II, Ph.D.
President
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A1LUMNI ASSOCIATION WELCOME

Congratulations on your graduation! What an exciting day for you and your family. Completing a degree is
a testimony of fortitude, sacrifice, and significance. Well done!

The time has come in your life to begin a fresh chapter with your acquired knowledge, passion, and
purpose. As you leave the experiences and memories of MVNU, go in peace, live with purpose, and engage
the world with the love of Christ. And always remember and embrace our motto, 7o Seek to Learn is to Seek
to Serve.

We welcome you into the MVNU Alumni family. It is our hope to stay connected with you in the years to
come. Connect with other alums and our University. Attend events, share updates, and engage in the life of
this very special place. God bless you richly.

Mike Cheek

Executive Director of Alumni Relations and Advancement

MVNU COMMENCEMENT WEBPAGE

Please visit the Commencement 2023 page on the MVNU website for more details about commencement
weekend traditions, faculty, leadership teams, Board of Trustee members and MVNU Emeriti members. You
can also read the history of Mount Vernon Nazarene University and the Lakeholm Farm.

A digital version of our Baccalaureate and Commencement programs is also available on the
commencement webpage.
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Mount Vernon Nazarene University

ALMA MATER

Words by Arthur Seamans, 1971
Revised by Bruce and Peggy Oldham, 2002

Music by Virginia Cameron, 1971
Revised by Virginia Cameron and B. David Liles, 2002
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